
"I~ Faciliti~ Ek~partm~t can b~ contacted via ~1 on ~ "~"

~ ~ to ~ ~u~ ~g ~ Bldg 3 2~ fl~r ~ ~
I ~ ~g a pl~ ~1 ~ ~ a dog ~ ~ ~. It 1~
~e it ~ ~ m ~ ~l~ ~ ~ ~ to ~ ~. F~

-~-~~l ~ ~ ~ina~~.

~ ~ for ~ ~e~l

From philba Mort Nov 26 14:53"._50 1990
To: bcns brad~
C~. caxa~xunm davidw paulma richab
Subject: Re: to sham or nm to sham, thai is the que~ion
Dale: Mon Nov 26 15:50:19 1990

You bring up some valid points howewr there is ore: othcx point that
pceds to be understood: ISVs that hart acc~s to om code often
~ advantag, of internal data-,~-uctures, bugs or oth~ ~ of
ttm implementation. This prc~nts us fJ~m changing the code and adds
a serious burden of compaLt~oility beyond the APL

I f~vor simply doing a better job of dootmcnting.

>From betas Mon Nov 26 12:3.2:46 1990
To: b~adsi

Subject to ~-~ or not ~o shar~ that is th~ qu~fion
Dat~ Mon Nov 26 12:19:34 1990

Should MS Apps (and oth~ ISVs) have access to Windows mur~ code’/

C~mpHcatioax:
I) If MS Apps hav¢ ac=~ to the Windows source, then all ISVs

4 (to my noting ~the mmality of the timtioe).
I 2) If outsi~ ISVs hav~ acc~s to our =~t~es. then we make it much easie~
I for another company to come along and done Wmdow~

I
[ ! talked to ~om¢ app~ guys on a ~cent r~a~iting trip, and they made the

! foUowi~g vuy gou~ mint=                                          X 575844
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Window~ i¢ poody documeated

S:DK_ Any ISV ~a~ warns to wri~ a g~ea~ Windows app ends up
looking a! the ~ou~ce code (h’ke o~r Apps ~’oup), una.csr..mbllng
d~e DLI~ or writing e.x-peximea! code to divine the ~:tuaJ behavior
of the ~-y~em.

Ar~me.ats again.~ giving ISVs acc~s to W’u~lov~ sou~c, cod~ usually boil
down

An ISV will u~ ~o¢~ undcx:ame~ faatu~ af W’m&~x, or dixecdY
~x~ss ~ data, in ~ a ~y thin futu~ ve~oas d Wiado~

io innovaie in Wi~low~

I claLm tha~ lcaing an ISV looking at the souse code is the *be~* way
to avoid this problem:

1) An ISV that unassemblc~ Windows ~o figu~ out its ~or is
�ffcctivcly looking a~ soucc~ code, but without the beae.fits of
smwce comments. This approach is more work for the ISV, a~l
~es MS ~o opportunity to guide the ]SV. W~th source
there are generally comments discussing rationale for the behavior

2) An ISV that write* test apps to divine Window~ behavior it really
ou thin ice. EJthea" the ISV spends a lpe:at deal of e, fl’oet wridng
test code to be certain Windows is fully tmder~ood, or the
may �.nd up making assumptions which arc ao~ corrccL Sinc~ the
formcx approach is a gnat d~al of w~rk, and the ISV i~ ncv~
~ to ~op (’do I ~:ally undc.,-stand how ~ wud~ nowT"), most
ISVs will ~md up in the lalt~ situation. ~ arc the mo~
dangerous app~ sinc~ they a~ most de:p~axlant upon tl~ exact bc.havio~
ofa s’p~c ~.Ica~ of W’mdows.

[ Th~ k~ probl~n is that our docmnentafion doe~ no~ provide
] d~p~h ofcov~g¢. The ~ question

I How much would it co~ ~o provid~ sufficient docun~ntation, and i~ tha~

I
I The k~ di~icalty in writin~ ~any ~ docmnc~afion is anticipating an
I th~ questions an ISV migl~ hay, ~ ~I~ be.havio~ ~ th~ ~ys-tem. l~mmably,
I th~ is a I~.I of ~tion which is ~ ~nough that an I~V ~dd hav~
I to l~.xfonn only a small amoum of ~-im~ntation.
I
q Solutions.

[ + Simple
I - MS Apps have. (unfab) advantage over otb~ lSVs.
I X 575845
I B. Make W’mdows .~mrce$ available for a fee,, with a re~trkaive Ik~ CONFIDENTIAL



From cliffw Mon Nov 26 14:57~1 1990
To: bzad~i
Subject XL Bugs
~te: ~n N~ 26 14~5~ l~

~� P~W bu~ ~ ~ fo~d~ to ~ app~e ~1~                                                   ,

~e S~Ie ~ ~x ~lay p~l~ ~ p~b~’ a ~ 3 ~on ~
I ~ ~ ~ ~ p~l~ ~ I ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~on
on a 3~ ~ ~ ~fion 1~. ~d ~ ~ ~ ~I~ "

~ ~ ~m 3 (or I ~ ~ ~ ff~ ~) ~ p~i~
~a~. ~it ~ go ~, ~~ ~

From korys Mon Nov 26 15:03=58 1990
To: dwgmup
Subject. Printers in 3/2165
Date: Mon Nov 26 15.’01:!6 1990
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