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Comes v. Microsoft B

Cc: bradsi genfac janfac v
Date: Mon Nov 26 14:48:39 1990

The Facilities Department can be contacted via ¢-mail on the “genfac”
alais. The “facman” alais is no longer in use.

In regards to your request concerning the Bldg 3 2nd floor mens room,
Iamhzvingaplumbuoultoconcdadoginlhcurinal.ltlooks v
like it will need to be pulled off the wall to repair correctly. For
thcurinallobeclogged(hisbad,somhinghasphysiallybecnpul
down the urinal palh_lecbcpalicmforoncmoudaywbﬂerq)aixs
are cffected.

'janfzc‘wﬂlcnsumthalthcamisdmedupinaunhmymanw.

Thank you for your patience!
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From philba Mon Nav 26 14:53:50 1990

To: beas bradsi

Cc: cameronm davidw paulma richab

Subject: Re: to share or not to share, that is the question

Date: Mon Nov 26 15:50:19 1990

You bring up some valid points however there is one other point that
needs 1o be understood: ISVs that have access to our code often

take advantage of internal data-structures, bugs or other quirks of

the implementation. This prevents us from changing the code and adds
2 serious burden of compatibility beyond the APL

1 favor simply doing a better job of documenting.

| >From bens Mon Nov 26 12:22:46 1990

| To: bradsi

|Cc:wncmnmdzvidwpau1maphilbarichab
ISubju:ttoshamornouosham.thatisthcqmion

| Date: Mon Nov 26 12:19:34 1990

|

{ Issue:

| ShouldMSApps(andothcrlSVs)luvcmloWindowsmcode?
|

| Complications:

} l)lfMSAppshavcamtotheWindommthcnalllSstbould
i havcam.elscwcmad:jedmnsuaim-o(—tmdcoomplaims

4 (tosaynothingof&hemorali!yoﬁhcsimﬁon).

| 2)KoutsidclSVshzvemwwmummmakchmnchasier
§ foranothacompanylooomealongandcloneW‘mdow&

|

11 talked to some apps guys on 2 recent recruiting trip, and they made the
| following very good point: ,
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{

| Windows is poorly documented

|
{mstatcmachinct}mtisUSER_EXEisbardydowmwdinthc
| SDK. AnylSdeatwamslowﬁlcngrca(Windowsappcndsup

| looking at the source code (like our Apps group), unasscmbling

| the DLLS, or writing cxpcrimcmoodclodivinclhcamxalbchzvior
| of the system.

| .
_lArgumeMsagainstgivinngVsmmW‘mdomsomood:mﬂyboﬂ
| down to:

‘ .

i AnISVwiﬂuscmundoanncmcdfanuchmdows.wdimiy
| awcssintamldata,inwchxwaythatﬁmmvusiomufwmdows
| will be forced to support this bad behavior, restricting MS ability

| toinnovate in Windows. '

|

|

lclaimlhalldﬁnganlSVlookingauhcsommwdcisthc'bm‘way
| to avoid this problem:

1) An ISV that unassembles Windows to figure out its behavior is
effectively looking at source code, but without the benefits of
source comments. This approach is more work for tbe ISV, and
gives MS no opportunity to guide the ISV, With sousce code,
there are generally comments discussing rationale for the behavior
of the system.

|

!

]

|

]

|

}

1 2) AnlSVtha(wﬁlstcstappslodivincWindawsbehaviorisrm}y
1 on thin ice. EimcrlhclSVspcndsagrwdw!ofcﬂ'onwﬁting

| test code 10 be certain Windows is fully understood, or the ISV

| may cnd up making assumptions which are not correct. Since the

{ formcrappmachisagrwtdaalofwork,andtthSVisncvusum

| whcnloslop('dolmllyundcrsmndhowmiswoxksnow?'), most

| ISVs will end up in the latter situation. These are the most

{ dangcrousapps,sinccthcyammosldcpmdam\momhcmdbchavior
| of a specific release of Windows. :
|
|
|
|
|
!

The key problem is that our documentation does not provide sufficicnt
depth of coverage. The key question is:

How much would it cost to provide suficient documentation, and is that
any different, really, from providing source code?

Imkcydixﬁudtyinwriﬁngmﬂygwdoamtaﬁouisanﬁcipaﬁngaﬂ
lthcqwsﬁonsanlSVmighthzvcabwnhebchaviowfﬁ:c:ystm Presumably,
lthercisalcvclofdommcmaﬁonwhichisgxutmwghlhatanlSVwmﬂdhave
{ to perform only 2 small amount of experimentation.

|

{ Solutions:

1 A StatusQuo

i + Simple

1 - MSAppshzvc(un!‘air)advamageovuothcrlSVs.

| .

| B. Make Windows sources available for a fec, with a restrictive licensing
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agreement (only available to N trusted employecs, must be kept on
a secure server, no derivative of these sources may be shipped, etc.)
+ Al ISVs are equal

- Cloning risk

C. Disallow all ISVs, including MS Apps, from looking at Windows sources
(mpmaicc,lhiswmﬂdbcavuyhardlhinglodo.andccnain]y
runs counter to the spirit of MS).
+ All ISVs are equal
- Difficult to make happen at MS
- Reduces information flow on Windows to ISVs

+ Al ISVs arc equal
+ Avoids cloning risk

Conclusion
Given that we want to make Windows pmgmmmingasamactivcaspmble.
1 vote for (B) making the sources available. This gives us a little
cxminccnﬁvemkecpenhandngwmdows,sothmitdosno(bwomc
a stationary target for cloners, but otherwise benefits the Windows
ISV community.

|

|

|

i

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| .
| D. Write great documentation.
|

1

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| —bens
|

HH 128

From cliffw Mon Nov 26 14:57:51 1990
To: bradsi

Subject: XL Bugs

Date: Mon Nov 26 14:55:23 1990

The PREVIEW bugs have been forwarded to the appropriatc people.

The Style Combo box display problem is probably a WIN 3 installation bug.
lthinkthisisthcproblcmbecamcljuszclmckcdalhcbcmmsion

on a 386/25 in the configuration lab, and there were o problems. *

If you re-install Win 3 (or I will do it if you wish) the problem should

go away. If it doesn't go away, pleasc contact me.
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From korys Mon Nov 26 15:03:58 1990
To: dwgroup

Subject; Printers in 3/2165

Date: Mon Nov 26 15:01:16 1990

\\prntsw\agl'w - Applc' LaserWriter plus X 57
\\pmtsrwljiii - HP laserjet T CONF I Eﬁ?ﬁ&




