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The .nformation in this article applies z=:

-~ Microsoft Windows NT Workstation versicn 1.5 and 3.81

SUMMARY

Ten 1s the maximum number of users that can stmultaneously connect to Windows NT Workstation 3 § and 3 51
over the network. This connecuon lumut applies to:

- File Server connections
- Print Server connect:yons
- Named Pipe connections

- First class Mailslots from other systems (Windows NT cannot send firsc
class mailslots)

- Mailslot messages that are larger than the Cransports maximum datagram
size

MORE INFORMATION

Essentiaily, the limit is the number of simultaneous user sessions the server allows. However, this limit does not
affect the number of simuitaneous null sessions that are used by many services and some of the admunistratve tools.
{n addition. the {imit does not apply to anvthing that does not use the server and runs directly over the transport,
such as Windows Sockets.

Any session that does not have any activity on it will be automarically disconnected after the AutoDisconnect ume
has expired; the default for this is 15 minutes. Once the session is disconnected. one of the 10 connections will be
availabie so that anocher user can connect to the Windows NT Workstation system. Therefore, lowenng the
AutoDisconnect time can help to reduce some of the problems users may encounter with the !0- connecuon lumut on
a system that is not used heavily for server purposes.

You can configure the AutoDisconnect time by running the following command from a command prompi:
NET CONFIG SERVER /AUTODISCONNECT:<time before_autodisconnect>
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Specify the time in minuces.

. NOTE: This limitation only applies to connections to Windows NT Workstation 3.5 and 3.5 (inbound
: connecuons). When vou use Windows NT Workstation 3.5 and 3.51, unlimited connections (outbound
. connecuons) can be esblished to other systems.
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How the Number of Connections is Determined

All logical dnive connections and logical printer connections to a system are considered one session. therefore these
connections only count as one connection wn the 10-connecuon limut. For exampie. if a user establishes rwo logicai
dnive connecuions and one logical pninter connection to 2 Windows NT Workstaton svstem. one session 1s
established. As a resuit, there will be one less connection that can be made to the Windows NT Workstaton svstem.
even though three logical connections have been established. '

The only way system A will have muluple sessions to another system. system Z. is if system A (s runqung services
that create logical connections to system Z. For example, if a user 1s logged onto system A as guest and a service 1s
running on system A under the user| account. and both the user and the service (as user!) establish connecuons to
system Z, two sessions will be established. Each logon session that uses the server service counts against the
connecuon limut.

Eleventh Connection Attempt

When an eieventh user at 2 Windows NT 3.5 or 3.51 system attempts to coanect to a2 Windows NT Workstation 3.5
or 3.51 system that aiready has ten users connected to it, the following error message appears:

No more connections can be made to this remote computer at this time
because there are already as many connections as the computer can
accept.

When an eleventh user at 2 Windows for Workgroups version 3.x system attempts to connect to 2 Windows NT
Workstation 3.5 or 3.51 system that aiready has ten users comnected to it, the following error message appears:

Ezxror 71. The network zequest was not accepted.
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