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_ ~:~ Q. What do you ~ of DR-DOS 67

A. DR DOS is not DOS, the ~d.~ that the ~d~ ~ ~

’ Q. ~M ~d D~ ~y DR DOS ~ ~be de~w DOS m ~

~d DR-DOS h~ a ~ ~o. of~. ~

~d DR DOS. ~ PC ~u~ ~ve ~ ~ MS-DOS

~[s. ~le DR DOS d~ mn ~y MS-DOS z~H~o~, our

Q, IBM is bundling DR DOS. What do you ~ of

A~ It is unfortunate that IBM is trying to force user~ on~o
non-~tudard DOS. Our own r~vi~w of DR DOS sugges~ that
its compatibility is ¯ significant problem with a r~nge of
the leading applications _~d utiliti~.

MS- DOS is the opera~g system that all DOS appli~tion
¯ : vmadors test ag.~,u. ~nd suppoa. It’s the o.= custom
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MCA, OSt2, the Apple alliance, and now DR DOS ire all attempts
by I~M to rerarn t~ t pro-PC proprieary world. One of the many things
we have lesxned is that our su4w.e~ with MS-DOS is tied to bow we mtde
k ~,, ~ i~dustry stand~r~. Our ~s~o~rs and
i~tus~-y ~e~ t~lls us they don’t like this prepri~

Q, IBM rays i� will include DR DOS te~ttaology in OS12 i~ orde,
t~ offe~ ¯ hexer DOS tlmn DOS. What do you think

A. We t.~ very ske@tic.aL O~r interzm] te~t~ show that Caml~tibiliry
will continue to be ta issue for DR DOS with vemion 6.

We did no~ best much information about the pr~Muct d~ring
.~ the beta t~t gy~le which indimtes that the product was

¯ ,: probably te...CaM with ¯ until number of tts~n. Given the
teas of thousands of DOS ipplicstions and the mullitude of
PC coafigunttions out the~ it is unlLkdy the product Ires
been sufficiently testeA.

We thought IBM leaxn~ tiffs lesson with us with MS-DOS
It was ¯ haid-leamed lest, on for us, one tbet prompt~ us to
put MS-DOS 5 dmongh the largest beta tzst in the tfistory of
the PC indm-Wy.

Q. Why ire yo- ~sponding this wry? Mi~rot:oR’s never offerrd
a bootable vemion to the public before.

A. IBM’s support of DR DOS makes their commitmen¢ to MS-DOS
suspect. Yet customers and the PC industry have invested 10
years and billions of dollars building an open MS-DOS
s~tndat~. Cu~omers for new IBM PS/2 ma=hin~ need to know
~ MS-DOS will be readily available to them, from a vendor
that will aggressively support it.

It is ~Iso importtnt to note that this bootable ver~io- will
o~erat~ ordy on IBM P$/2s, so it witl not effect
busi-ess of other PC mant~f~t~re~.

Q. PC manufacm~em are ups,-/about this move by

A. Ac~ly ~ ~d~d why we ~ ~ ~v¢ ~d
~i~ti~ of ~ MS-DOS ~.

o~ MS-DOS ~ ~ ~ ~Y ~ ~e~ ~ ~d

~s move ~ould not aff~ ~ b~ofo~er PC
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lot of ~pl~ ~ ~ DR DOS ~ ~e ~ly
~or DOS. ~t do you ~y ~ ~

Q, Why do you =y that DR DOS is not DO~ It rims DOS
appli~.~fions,

A. Our t~= show that DR~ di~’t Jmple~t ~] ~e MS-DOS ~h
nor all ~� ~tion o~s. It ~ ~o~ o~t~g ~m ~t ~m
DOS appli~o~ j=( I~ X~x or OS~ 2.0 ~.
~le DR DOS d~ ~ ~y MS-D~ apportions,
~r ~ ~ew mg~ ~t it h~ a
si~fi~t ~bili~ p~blem wi~ a rag* of ~e

Q. Do you think that Nove.lI’s r::sour~s wilI btlp DR DOS be
su~ful?

A. (jokingly) Digital Rese.m~h lm~ afvatys been a cotWmtitor ~
has Novell, we now have one l~ss �otn~d/or.

MS-DOS h~s b~ the sUmd~r~ for 10 ye.~rs sad w, have
learned z lot in ttmt time that has h,lped ttmke MS-DOS 5 m
succ, msfid. One of the ninny things wt Imve learned is tim
our s~cce~ with MS-DOS is tied to haw we made it an open
industry stmdard. Novell has publimily indicated that they plan
to tie Rttu~ versions of DR DOS to N~Wm’e. Our customers sad
hadustry paftnm tells ua they don’t like flds propri,tiry appcoa~h,

For the ~rr~at produc~, NoveJl’s purchas¢~ of DR DOS ~ad abe msourr~s
they briag ~o bzar s¢~l! do not ch~gz the fa~� that the~
is no compelling ~-~n for c~stomers to ~wit~h aad many re~oa~ not to
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Q. Wh~t tbou~ ttteir use ofmenmry? DR DOS cltims to
~ 6~kb fr~ ~ on 8086 ~ 8088 ~

A. We ~eve our ~ ~t is ~or. MS*DOS

~ ~ ~ ~, pm~ ~ ~ ~ for
~ ~ DOS ~pI~do~ ~ W~ ~d, ~ op~ ~ ~e DR DOS
~ ~p~, pm~d~ ~ ~f~ to ~ ~ ~ ~d

Q. What abou: this n~w compre~oe, that sounds

A. ~ion is ~ology ~ o~
~biEti~ ~ it ~p~ ~e ~d ~
]ow-i~d ~y -- ~e ~ ~d yo~ ~ disk ~
d~my~, ~ D~ got ~ ~l~on from a

Q. Will I or ~ l ~ MS-DOS for ~ n~ ~ from Mic~

~ ~gs, c~m ~ Micm~R ~ ~ ~ ~ MS-DOS
M~uf~m~. it o~y ~ ~ ~t ~m g~ ~elr o~m~g sy~m
whm ~ey buy ~e~ ~ H~v~, ~ m alto d~i~

~p~a it a~vely. ~ ~M ~ now ~e only ~jor PC ~uf~mmr
sup~ MS-DOS is ~ ~ ~ p~vid~g ~ new pmd~ o~v~
~ugh ~e ~ ch~el.
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