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0% ANGELES — Oct. 12, 2004 -- Today at the Digita!
; Entertainment Anywhere launch event, Microsoft Corp. Chairman,
i Bill Gates, together with key partners announced new devices --
. ranging from ulra-sleek portable music players, Portable Media
Centers, Smartphones and Pocket PCs to next-generation digital
audio receivers -- that make it easy to enjay a broad range of
digital entertainment throughout the home and on the go. In
addition, Microsoft annaunced & broad range of new onling music
and video services to provide Windows Medla® Player 10 users
with even more choices in high-quality entertainment content.
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Image Gallery When used with Microsoft® Windows Media Player 10, many of the
devices announced today support entirely new entertainment
seenarios for consumers, such as the ability to enjoy literally
thousands of songs from a subscription service on a smalt portable
device -- all for the price of a single CD. Device manufacturers
announcing new products Include portable device manufacturers
rchives by Month Creative, Dell Ine., Gateway Inc., HP, iRiver Amenca, Rio, Roc
e e e o ey Digitad, Samsung Electronics America and Virghn Electronics;
PressReleases |l handset maker Audiovox Corp.; and digltal media receiver

Top Storles manufacturers D-Lnk Systems Inc., Linksys, Omnifi and Roku.
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1 To provide consumers using Windows Media Player 10 with even
mare cholce in great music, video and TV content, Microsoft today
announced a dramatic expansion of the online music and video
stores availabie in the player's Digstal Medla Mall. This Includes
new services from Audlble.com, Court TV, E.Y.E. For Your
Entertainment, MLB.TV, Puretracks, XM Satellite Radlo and more,

intluding the fimal release of MSN® Music. With today's release of
Windows Medla Player 10 In more than 20 additional countries,
mare than 30 new online music and video stores are now avaliable
directly within the player. Since Its release on Sept. 2, Windaws
Media Player 10 has proven to be phenomenally popular among
windows® XP users, with more than 17 milllon copies downloaded
in just the first six weeks -- a rate of approximately five per
second.
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*Today's announcements not only Introduce exciting new devices
and services, but also bring to life entirely new scenarios for
consumers -- from taking subscription music on the go to enjoying
secured audio and video over 3 homme network," said Will Poole,
senior vice president of the Windows Client Business at Microsoft.
“What's great for consumers is they now have all this choice
without having extra complexity; all they have to do is iook far the
PlaysForSure logo on devices and music services to know they will
play together *

PlaysForSure: The Easy Way to Find Devices and Services
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That "Just Work" Together 0 0 0 1 9 7

To help ensure & great experience with devices and services,
Mlcrosoft today also introduced the PlaysForSure logo and testing
program, which is designed to maka It easy for consumers to
choose portable devices and services that are proven to work well
toaether via Windows Media Player 10. A range of devices and
sarvices have already been tested and verified to receive the
playsForSure logo; the full list Is available at
http://www.playsforsure.com. PlaysForSure is supported broadly
by leading consumer device manufacturers including Audlovex
Corg., Creative, D-Link Systems Inc., Dell Ing., HP, IRver, Rio,
Roku, Samsung Electronics and RCA-brand players from Thomson;
by onltne music and video stores including CinemnaNow, F.Y.E. For
Your Entertainment, MSN Muslc, Musiomatch, MusicNow, Napster
LLC and Wal -Mart Music Downloads; and by retallers inciuding
Best Buy, Circuit Clty, CompUSA, Tower Records and Wal-Mart.
Because of this support, this holiday season consumers will see
the PlaysFarSure logo on many devices, In the bast online stores
and in @ wide variety of retad locations,

*We're excited about the PlaysForSure Initiative and we look
forward to participating in the corning months,” said Scott Young,
vice president of Entertainment at Best Buy. "We feel PlaysForSure
will drive greater consumer understanding of how music devices
and online music services that support the Windows platform can
work together as part of an attractive selution for our customers.”

"It's a compelling scenario for consumers: a host of new devices
supportlng Windows Media, and a growing array of new online
media services offering compatible content," said Susan
Kevorkian, senlor analyst with IDC's Consumer Markets program.
"The PlaysForSure campaign brings those pleces together, and the
combinatlon of muitiple devices and services supporting the
program 15 expected to drive growth by appesling to a wide range
of budgets and diverse style preferences.”

MNew Class of Portable Devices From Leading Manufacturers

Microsoft showcased a new class of portable devices avaliable this
holiday season that go beyond current-generation products. Each
of the devices will support the PlaysForSure logo program,
Windows Media Player 10 Media Transfer Protocol (MTP), which
offers easier driveriess device setup, and Auto Sync for easy
transfer of music, photos, video and TV content.

Certain devices, such as the following, alse support new scenarios
for syncing with music subscription services using Windows Media
Digital Rights Management (DRM) 10:

« Daill said ks family of D)s will support subscription music
content and Auto Sync with Windows Media Player 10 in alt
its current and future generations of Deft DI products,

» Gateway today announced it will introduce a new digital
music player later this month that will include Windows
Media Player 10 and out-of-the-box support for Auto Sync
and Windows Media DRM 10 for subscription services.

« iRiver announced the H-300 series hard-drive music
players that feature color screens, photo viewing capabiiity,
longer battery life and FM tuners, |River also shnounced the
PMC-100 serles, which uses Windows Meblie™ software for
Portable Media Centers to play back video, music and
photos for a full entertainment experience.

¢ Rio announced today It wili offer an upgrade to Its
customers that includes support for Windows Media DRM
10-based subscription services by the end of the year. Both
the critically acclaimed Rio Carbon 5GB player, with up to
20 hours of battery Iife and with 25 percent more storage

ttp:/iww w microsoft.com/presspass/ press/2004/0ct04/1 0-12xpdevicesservicespr.asp 05/04/200
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than the iPod mini, and the rugged Rio Forge flash -based
piayers will be a part of this upgrade. Teday, both Rio
Carbon and Rio Forge offer out-of -the- box support for
Windows Media Player 10's Auto Sync feature.

s Roc Digital, a new consumer electronlcs company
belonging to premier lifestyle marketer Damon Dash's Roc
empire, recently announced that its new 20GB Rocbox
portable audio player wili be available this November at
CompUSA and Macy's stores and will ship with support for
Auto Sync with Windows Medla Player 10 and support for
subscription services with Windows Meadia ORM 10.

s Samsung unvelled & new device shipping later this year,
the YP-820, a § GB music player that stores up te 2,500

i tracks in Windows Medla Audio, offers a color screen for

H photo and album art viewing, FM tuner with FM recorder

i and a voice recorder; and the Samsung YH-599 Portable
Media Center with Windows Mabile software, capable of
storing and playing up to 80 hours of video, up to 5,000
songs, or tens of thousands of pictures transferred from a
Windows XP Media Canter Edition -based PC or any PC with
Windows XP using Windows Medla Player 10. People can
order the YH -999 today at BestBuy.com, and the device will
be available at general electronics stores aatlonwlde later
this month.

» Virgin Electronics, the consumer electronics arm of
Richard Branson's Virgin Group, today announced the Virgin
Electronics Player 5GB with FM Tuner. Offering unigue dual
headphone jacks for shared listening, this 3.1-ounce digital
audio player will be avallable later this month, and will be
upgradeable ta support Windows Media Player 10's Auto
Sync and subscription music services by the end of the
year,

Other music devices with Auto Sync support include the following:

s Creative uavelled the new Zen Micro, a stylish, uitra-
partable SGB digital music player that holds up to 2,500
songs and supports Windows Medla Player 10's Auto Sync
function. This device is available now for preorder at
http://us.creative.com and http://www.amazon.com, and
wilt ship by the end of October. Creative also announced it
will offar firmware upgrades in November for the Zen Touch
and the Zen Xtra hard drive players for current custorners,
adding MTP and Aute Sync support for Windows Medla
Piayer 10. Once upgraded, all three products wilt be
PlaysForSure-compatible.

windows Media Player 10 Mobile: More Music, Mare Choices
-To Go

Starting today, consumers will be able to enjoy the first Windows
Mobile-based Smartphone and Pocket PCs that can play music
purchased from online stores powered by Windows Media, and also
take advantage of new music subscription scenarios powered by
Windows Media DRM 10. Windows Media Player 10 Moblle extends
the rich media experience on Windows XP-based PCs to new
Windows Mobile-based devices. Smartphone and Pocket PC users
can now for the first time automatically sync thelr music, album
art and playlists, recorded TV, personal Photo Storles, and
windows Movie Maker video content easily with a Windows XP -
based PC. New devices with Windows Media Player 10 Mabile
include these:

¢ Audiovox and AT&T Wireless announced the Audiovox
SMTS600 with Windows Mobde software for Smartphones,
available exciusively via ATAT Wireless beginning today.
The Audiovox SMT5600 is the first phone to receive the
PlaysForSure logo. This caincides with the launch of the
new ATAT mMode music service earlier this month, which

wpiwww . nivrosofl comypresspassépruess/2004/oct04/10-) 2xpdevicesservicespr.asp
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will be verified as a PlaysForSure-commpatible music service.

& Dell today unveiled the new Axim X50 series of Pocket PCs
with Windows Media Player 10 Mobile. These are avaliable
ontine today at http://www.delt.com and are PiaysForSure-
compatible. Windows Media Player 10 Mobile also will be
available on new Axim X30s within 60 days, while existing
Axim X30 custormers can upgrade thelr system with a free
download from http://support.detl.com.

« HP will be offering an upgrade to Windows Media Player 10
Moblle for the HP iPAQ RX3000 Series Mobile Media
Companions in select languages. Starting In mid-November,
devices can, with this upgrade, become PlaysForSure-
cornpatible with music services. Customers should check
http:/fwww . hp.com/support for avallability for their
particular model and language.

New Digital Audic Recelvers Enable Madia Playback
Throughout the Home

Microsoft aiso announced the flrst digital audio receivers that
support Windows Media Connect technology, for the first time
enabling playback of music purchased from online music stores
powered by Windows Media, new music subscription scenarios
powered by Windows Media DRM 10, 25 well as personal music
collectlons, in any room of the home. The first digital audio
recelvers annaunced today to support Windows Media Connect and
windows Media DRM 10 include the following:

« The D-Link MediaLlounge DSM-320 Wireless Media
Player unites home networks with the home entertainment
center, making It possible to share, access and enjoy all
digital media content from anywhere in the home. It
supports both wired and wireless networks and its design
makes it easy to add to the entertainment center.

* The Linksys Wireless-B Music System and the
Wireless-B Media Link for Music let consumers play
thelr digital music collections on thelr home stereos, using
either wireless or wired networks. The Wireless -8 Music
System also includes detachable speakers to turn itinto a
portable boombox.

« The Omnifi DMS1 Digital Media Streamer enables
consumers to easily play back their entire PC music library
and Internet radio streams on thelr home stereo system.

« Roku ScundBridge M1300 and M2000. Enjoying favorite
digital music is a breeze with Roku's SoundBridge M1000
and M2000 network music players, both pf which offer
wired or Wi-Fi networking and a bright vacuum fuorescent
display, and connect directiy to consumers' existing stereo
system or powerad speakers. .

About Microsoft

Founded in 1975, Microsoft {Nasdaq “MSFT"} |s the worldwide
leader In software, services and solutions that help peaple and
businesses realize their full potential,

Microsaft, Windows Media, MSN, Windows and Windows Mobile are
either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corp. in
the United States and/or other countries,

The names of actual companies and products mentioned hereln
may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

Note tc editors: 1f you are interested in viewing additional
Infarmation on Microsaft, please visit the Microsoft Web page at
http://www.microsoft.com/prasspass on Mcresoft's corporate
information pages. Web Iinks, telephone numbers and titles were
correct at bme of publicatton, but may since have changed. For
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additional assistance, journalists and analysts may contact
Microsoft's Rapld Response Team or other appropriate contacts
listed at http://www. microsoft.com/presspass/contactpr.asp,

Digital Entertainmeant Devices and Onilne Services Support

*windows Media Player 10 is a wonderful way for Audible.com to
gain exposure before millions of savvy Internet users, We are
pleased that our free triai memberships and audlo streams wiil be
available at the Windows Media Player 10 Digltal Media Mail and
are proud to continue our long-standing relationship with
Microsoft.” -- Guy Story, Chief Scientist, Audible.com

"We are plaased to make Court TV Extra -- the first streaming
video service where subseribers can wateh live, uninterrupted
coverage of compeliing trials -- available in the new Windows
Media Player 10, the premier player for streamed video.” -- Galen
Jones, Executive Vice President and Chief Strategy Officer, Court
TV; General Manager, Court TV Online

~Our customers want to easlly fing music they like; they want to
buy it and then listen to the music on the device of their choice,
such as our D-Link MediaLounge Wirelass Media Player. Windows
Media Player 10 and new technatogies like Media Transfer Protocol
and Windows Media Digital Rights Management (DRM) 10 allow us
ta offer our customers these choices.” -- Steven Joe, President and
CEQ, D-Link Systems Inc.

“Our customers require an Intuitive experience for finding,
downipading and transporting media to their iRiver devices,
windows Media Player 10 is a substantial ieap that aliows our
customers to easily sync and transfer music, video and pictures
from the PC to our players.” -- Jonathan Sasse, Prasident, iRiver
America

"Wwe developed Napster To Go, the world's first portable music
subscription service, 5o Napster fans can now put thousands of
Napster songs on their players without having to pay for each
individual track. Microsoft's new Windows Mediz DRM 10
technology was integral to the creation of NTG and helped Napster
turn music fans' dreams into a reality.” -- Chris Gorog, Chairman
and CED, Napster LLC

“Our customers want to easlly find music they like; they want to
buy it and have the ability to play it back away from their
windows-pased PC and throughout their home. Windows Media
Connect and new technologies like Window Media DRM 10 allow us
to offer our customers these capabiiities and choices.” -- Anthony
Wood, Founder and CEDC, Roku

“Windows Medla Player 10 embodies the features Samsung
Electronics, a world leader in digital consumer electronics, expects
In content management software, from its intuitive mnterface to its
smart jukebox file management system. Samsung Electronics’
portable devices, such as the YH-920 and YH-999 Portable Media
Centers, work seamlessly with Windows Media Player 10 to
transfer consumers' favorite content, such as music, movies
pictures and more.” -~ Mark Farish, Digital Media Marketing
Manager, Samsung Electronics America

“Microsaft Windows Media DRM 10 fer the first time allows
subscription music to be played on our new Virgin Electronics
Player SGB. This revolutionary concept frees music lovers to carry
over 1,200 songs at a time from the huge digital music service
libraries on our 3.1-ounce device, Best of all, customers don't have
to worry about per-song download fees, Untethered music

! subscriptions are a revolutionary Ides that will forever change the

way people enjoy music.” -- Joe Sipher, Senior Vice President,

trp //www.microsoft conv/presspass/press/2004/0ct04/10-12xpdevicesservicespr asp
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Marketing, Virgin Electronics

*windows Media makes it easy far Web users to joln the millions of
muslc Jovers who listen to XM Satellite Radio. We're thrilled that
XM Radio Online is now a part of the new Windows Media Player

10 and Windows XP Madia Center Editlon 2005, Consumers get
XM's cutting -edge, commercial -free music channels, plus
exclusives like the XM Comedy channel and ‘The Bob Edwards
Show,' hosted by the man known as ‘the voice of public radio,” We
think it's a perfect addition to the entertainment experlence that
Microsoft offers.” -- Hugh Panero, President and CED, XM Satellite
Radio

PlaysForSure Support

“we're excited about the PlaysForSure |nitlative and we look
forward to participating in the coming months, We feel
PlaysForSure will drive greater consumner understanding of how
music devices and ontine music services that support the Windows
platform can work together as part of an attractive solution for our
customers.” -- Scott Young, Vice President of Entertainment, Best
Buy

*The PlaysForSure logo helps consumers easlly identify which
music devices and online music stores work together. We are
proud to display the Microsoft PlaysForSure fogo on our B-Link
Medial.ounge Wireless Media Player and packaging $o consumers
can be assured that they are making a safe choice and that their
music selections are going to work together fawlessly.* -- Steven
Joe, President and CEQ, D-Link Systems

"We're thrilled to dellver our upcoming digital music player that
supports Microsoft's PlaysForSure program and Windows Medla
Player 10. The product wili include new features comblned with
new technoiogies from Microseft, such as Media Transfer Protocol
and Windows Media Digital Rights Management, that will give our
customers a better axperience for enjoying musle and other digital
content.” -- John Schindler, Senior Manager of Convergence
Products, Gateway Inc.

“Mugicratch s dedicated to providing music lovers with the most
irnovative tools and services for enjoying digital music, and the
new Microsoft PlaysForSure program guides consumers in thetr
choice of the best music service and accompanyling portable
device.” -- Christapher Allen, Semar Vice President of Marketing
and Strategic Flanning, Musicmateh Inc.

“The PlaysForSure logo ensures that Napster users ¢an identify
which portable music devices are compatibte with our service and
allows them to enjoy all the benefits of a complete digital music
experience.” -~ Laura Goidberg, COO, Napster

“The digital music market will explode when consumers discover
an easy way to navigate all of the various services, devices and
players. PlaysForSure 15 important and will work because It
provides easy education to guaraniee the fan a good experience.”
-- Hillary Rosen, Former chairman and CEQ, RIAA

"We're very pleasad that the end user now has a simple way to
Identify the many onling music stores offering downloads playabie
on Soundbridge. The PlaysForSure logo assures consumers of
compatibility and provides them with choices for their online
content.” ~- Anthony Wood, Founder and CEO, Roku

“The PlaysForSure logo on the Samsung Electranics YH-999
Portable Media Center cuts through the confusion when consumers
are trying to find a portable media device that Is compatible with

tp:iwww.microsoft comipresspass/press/2004/oct04/10- 12xpdevicesservicespr asp
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| their Favorite content. The PlaysForSure fogo is an assurance to
consumers that Samsung's portable media devices will connect
them with the content they want, when they want t." -- Mark
Farish, Digitel Medla Marketing Manager, Samsung Electronics
America

"Trans World is extremely pleased to jomn Microsoft In the
PlaysForSure togo program as it sets 2 standard for consumers to
easiy determine the compatibillty of their portable music device
and the music available online at FYE.com. This service, along with
the Microsoft technology that enables our premium subscribers to
transfer content to approved devices, ensures that our customers
will be able to choose the music they want and know it will work
seamlessly.” -- Robert . Higgins, Chairman and CEO, Trans World
Entertainment Corp.

ficrosoft and Partners Announce New Era of Digital Devices Enabling Consumers to Take Entertainm... Page 7 of”

060202

Manage Your Profile ; Subsenbe | Contact Us

© 2005 Microsoft Corporation. Alt rights reserved. Terms of Use | Trademarks | Pnvacy Statement

ttp:/www.microsoft.com/presspass/press/2004/0ct04/10-] 2xpdevicesservicespr.asp

05404/200:

MS-PCAIAEC 038366




