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~lcrosoft N~ fi’Nicrosoff,s Pl~sForSure Logo Program
Rel~dProdu~ ~ ISsueS ] A~r~c~s New ~ndus~ry P~ners ~nd Exp~nds ~o

C~$umer Ne~s t Connected Televisions, New Potable Devices HicrosoK Resa~rces:
In~ernaUon~l News J. ¯ 2005 l~ter~at~on~l CES

L~al News ~ New Devices Designed for the PlaysForSu~e ViSual Pr~sroom
tEvents                ~ Program Znclude the iriver HIO and Samsung YH-

............................ ~ 925; ~SN Video Downloads Service, NTV Networks Other Reso~rceS~
~[crosoft Executives ~ and ARCHOS Announce Zntent to 3din PtaysForSure
Ex~ Bids/Spathes ~ Program ¯ Plays ~or Sum Web stte

I
B~d o~Dive,Ors

~ LAS VEGAS~ 3an. ~ 2005 -- T~ay a~ 200S ]n~e~a~onal CES,
~ G~ Web Si~e [ ~lcroso~ Corp. announc~ ~o~d, addibonat suppo~ for
¯ ecutive E-NaI~ ~ PlaysFo~ureTM logo program - bo~h rot devices ~nd upcoming
........................H so,ices. In addltlon to many por~bte music playe~ that are

3thor Corporate Zn~ ~ PlaysForS~m-veri~ed~ ~hem are now new ~levislons an~ OVD

Investor RelaUons D~aye~ des~n~ ~r P~a~um com~UbiltW thai ~a~um buli~-in
connections to witless or wired home networ~ for ~e easy

Analys~ ~ela~ons piayba~ o[ ~o~os, as wetl as subscripUon-bas~ music and vld~

F~S~ FaC(s Abou~ via a Windows~ XP-bas~ PC. A[ CES 2005, D~nk Systems ~nc.

~lcro~f~ a~ Dlgi~rex debuLed ~nnecLed high-definition (HD) ~s,
d~spfays an~ DVD ptaye~ designed to be pa~ of ~e ~laysForSu~

[m~e Galle~ logo p~g~m, and P~neer Ete~mmcs (USA) Inc. demonstrated a
~croso~ Ae=~rch concep~ plasma display. ~n addlUon, a range of new color-screen,

mini-hard-drive portable devices supposing Uo~h music and p~0S
Essays on Technology are designe~ ~ ~ PlaysForSute*ve~fled, including ~e GaLew~y
CommuniW Affal~ ~P3 Photo Jukebox, Idver H~0 and ~e Samsung YH-925 and YH -
...................... = 820. R~t ~nnounced ~ Nlcrosoff’s Dlgi~l Ente~ainmen[ An~here
~r¢~iv~ by Nonth launch even[ In Oc~ob~, ~he RaysFo~ure logo ~s designed to help

~~ ............ ~1 ~nsume~ wi~h Windows XP-based PCs c~ devices and onhne.............. I music a~ video s~ores ~ha~ work t~e~her, ~king the guesswork
I ~ut o~ com~atibilltv,

~An Integ~l ~ of ~e ~aysgorSure p~gram, Windows Med~a~

~ ~ Player t0 has reach~ over 90 million downloads, represenUn9 an
I unpr~edent~ ave~ of eight downloads every ~cond sin~

~release in Sop[ember 2~. Widows ~ed=a Player 10 prowdes
Mi~t’~ ~ ~ccess ~ a w~e ~nge of online music and vi~O se~es, enabling

for jo~alis~’~ I consumers to choose from a growing number of online dlgi~l media
~:’;:~’~’~,’~:~’~ stores ~r audio and wdeo including C]nemaNow, F.Y,E (For Your

Ente~ainment), ~SN~ Ngsic, Muslcma~ch, Mu~cNow, ~aps[er and
Wal-Ma~ Music Downloads.

"The expansion of Lhe PlaysForSure logo program to encom~ss
connected ~s and DVD players top,sends an impo~n~ new
generation oF consumer ele~roni~ ~at provide built-in acce~
the growing Ilbraffes of digital photos, music and vtGeos on Windows
Xp=bas~ ~," ~ Dave Fester, gene~l manager of the Windows
Client Consumer Majoring Group at Mlcro~. "When paired with
Windows XP*based ~s, ~ese new connecl~ devices offer an
exciting new way to enjoy conten~ tn ~e dlgi~l home - ~ only for
personal music and vi~eo, but also for aud=o and video purchased or

To date, seven services and more ~n 50 devices have been Les~eO
and have qualifi~ tO ~celve ~he PlaysForSure logo. A full Ils~ of 8673

JPlaysFor~ur~verified devices and so,ices ~n be foun~

Idea~gy the ~st dew~ ~o fit ~heir needs, playsForSure Is supposed

up:,;/www.mlcrosoff.comipressl)ass/press/2OOS;janO5101-05 PlaysForS ul eP R,asp 05/04!200:
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by the fotlowmg companies:

¯ Consulner ,/evJ(::e manufai:tlJrer~-’ ARCHOS, AUdiOvox
Corp., Creative Technology Ltd., D-Link Systems
DIgltrex, De~l |no., Gateway, HP, ~rlver, Rave ~tP, Rio, ROC
D,gital, P, oku~ Samsung Electronics America, P, CA-brand
players from Thomson and Virgin Elecl~onics

¯ Online music and video services; CinemaNow inc., F.Y.E.
(For¥oUr Entertainment), MSN Music, Musicmatch Inc.,
Nosicl~low LLC, Hapster and Wa|-r~art Music Downloads

¯ Tradi*Jonal t’etallers: Best Buy Company inc., Circuit
Stores inc., Comp~SA Management Co., Datav|si0n
Computer Video Znc., .~ER Electronics |nc., RCS Computer
experience~ Tower f~ecords and Wa~ -Mart Stores ]no.

’ Ne~work-Con~eoted TVs and DVD Players Now Designed to
~ Support Pl~ysForSure

New HDTVs, DVD pieyers end d~gzta~ media receivers with built-in
wired or wireless access to Win~ows XP-besed PC3 were unveiled at
CES 2005. Tllese next-generation dewces provide easy access to
[figital photos, music arid video in any room in the home ~rom a
Windows XP-basecl {including Winciows XP Ptedia Center 2005)
media Izbrary over a wireless or wired home network. Through
suppOrt; of W~ndows Pledge Connect:, Windows Media Audio
Video end Windows M~dia DF~I ED I’or networked devices, each
device also will enab|e consumers to enjoy download and
subSCription con~n¢ from PlaysForSure-veril~ed online music anti
vlc[eo st:ores, as well as user-created content.

¯ D-1Jnk also unveiled z~e ne×t generation of powerfu!
wirelessty networked media players, includ,ng the new
MediaLounge Wireless Nedia Player with DVD ~DSM-320ED},
the MedlaLounge HD Wireless Hedia Player (DSM-520) and
the new Med,aLounge Wir~4ess Media Server [DSM-52oa~.),
that support playl~ck or Windows Hedia Audio and windows
Media Video 6ies over a network using Windows Media
Connect technology.

t I)igiZrex unvelted a new line of networked LCD HDTVS that
will come in 46-, 4C)- and 32-inch models and wdl offer built-
in supporl: for connecting directly to Windows XP-~ased PCs
and enable secure s~re~mmg 01’ music and video as well
viewing o~ photos. They are expectecl to be available )n the
United States in the second quaRe~ of 2005 and range in
price from $2,499 {U.S.) to $4,ggg.

¯ Pioneer demonstrated a prot~L’ype S0-inch concept: plasma
d~splay wlth expansion card in its booth (Central Hall No.
9826) that supporte Wln~low Pledie Video~ Windows Media
Connect and Windows Hadfa DRPI ~_0 for o~wor~ed devices.
Pioneer is evaluating this concept ;rot future products
directions aS ~r~ oF a collaboration with Microso#t.
P.oku expanded its support for PiaysForSure today and
announced the Roku Embedded SoondBridge, making its
Sound~rldge networl¢ music player technotogy available to
onginal equipment manufacturers (OEr, ls) ~or use in
audio/wdeo receiverS, televisions, radios and music players.
This technology enables a device to become Nicrosoft
PlaysForSure verified, gwing consumers an easy way to
Iden~ry compat:tb;e devices and online stol~es that work
together.

New Portable Music Devices Featured at CES 2005

New~ leading-edge, odor-screen, hard-c~rive devices from AFCCHOS,
Gateway, lrlver and Samsung are designed to be PlaysForSure-
ver, iged wir.h support for Aul:0 Sync tn Windows Media Player 10 and
for the latest Windows Media DEN 10, enabhng syncing of bott~
download and subscription music content from PlaysForSure-verified
online muSiC Stores,

t tp :i!w~, ~v. mic,’osoi’t.c o m/presspa ss,:p tess/2005/j a n05/01-05 P laysForS ure P R.. asp                    05/04/200!
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I ¯ AR~HOS announced t~ Is joining the PlaysFo~ure 10goi
I pr~m and will demons~ra~ ~hls n~ sup~ a~ CES 2005.
~ ~e ~m~ny’s ~pular P~et Video Reorder AV400 ~
f ~he Gmlni 400 lines of portable video playe~ will get updates
~ in ~e first qua~er 0f 2~5 to be P~ys~rSure ~pable. The

AV400 and Gmlni 400 firmware updates will offer sup~ for
Auto Sync w=Lh Playe~ L0, asWindo~ Hedia Supp0~
for Windows Media DRH ~0, enabling the d~vmes to work
with RaysForSure downlo~ and subscription music
Creative announced i~ Zen Hicro now has u~ate~
fi~ware to suppor~ PlaysForSure including s~ppo~ for Auto
Sync and PlayllsG using Windows Hedla ~ay~ tO as welt as
online music ~ores. Addi~onal updates that include suppo~
for P[aysFo~ure online music su~c~p~on services using
Windows Hedia DRH ~0 will ~ foX.ruing ~r the Zen
Hicro, Zen Touch and Zen X~ra playe~, and be awitable In
t~ first quart of 2~5.
Gateway show~ i~ Gateway MP~ Photo 3uke~x. a 4GB,
3.4 oun~ ~table pla~r that sup~Ks bo~ music and
photos. ~e new Galway offers out-~-the-~x su~ort for
Auto Sync with Windows Hedia Player ~0~ as welt as
for Windows H~ia DKH 10, enabling the device ~ wor~ with
PlaysFo~u~ download and subs~pLIon se~es. The
Gateway HP3 P~to Jukebox is expected to ~ PlaysForSure
verified some~me in ~
iflver will announ~ ~ n~w H/0, a 5GB potable player
featuring a color screen wi~h pho[o-viewing capab~li~, F~
tuner and recoNer, as well as a voi~ recorder. Available ~n
four ~unni~ ~1o~, t~ ~e~s ou~-~-~he-~x suppO~ ~or Auto
Sync m Windows Hedla Player 10, as well as suppor~ for
Windows H~la DRH ~0, and suppor~ ~or ~ys~ure
downt~d a~d su~cdp~ion mustc sewices, ~e H~0 will be
available la~er ~=s mon~ a= major ~aile~ across ~he
United S~es.
Samsung announce0 ~o new pr~uc~s d~igned ~o suppor~
PiaysFo~ute: ~he 5GB YH-820 and the 20GB ~H-925. Bo~h
ha~-disk dev~es will offer ~lor LCD sc~ens wl~h pho~o-
w~ing ~paMli~y, They will also include ou~-~-the-~x
su~po~ ~r Auto Sync wi~ Windows H~a Ptayer 10, as well
as suppo~ ~or Windows Hedia ORM 10, enabli~ the devl~
to work wi~h PlaysFo~ download and subs~ip~ion music
se~es.

New Se~ices From NTV Networks and HSN V~deo Downloads
to Deliver Dtgit~f Ente~ainment Throughout the Home and
On ~e Go

Also a~ CES 2005~ [o~h~mlng se~ices for ~he PlaysFo~ure
prog~m were announ:ed from HW and HSN. HW Ne~or~
(M~N) and Hicroso~ announced a s~eg]c agreemen~ ~o
c~e on several long-term digital medfa IniUa0ves. 1he ~o
co~panl~ will work t~ethe~ ~ crea~e new ways f~ ~nsumers
access HW Ne~o~ks en~eKatnmen~ prog~mming and brands such
¯ s ~W, VH~, C~ and Comedy Central via ~ va~ety o~ digital
en~e~inment pmduC~ and ~enarlos. ~ paK of ~he alliance, ~WN
will u~i~ize key Hicroso~ ~hnol~ies, Including Windows Media
Audio and V~eo forma~ and Windows Hedla D~gltst
Managemen~ 10, wi~h the in[en~ ~o delive~ new sewices Includi~ a
PlaysForS~omptlan~ ~N digital music se~i~ wi~h
SubSCription cagabilities, available in Windows H~=a Player
Digital Hedla Hall, an Online S~tllgh~ semite ~or Wmdo~ XP Hedia
Center EdiSon 2005, and ongoing HWN concerti ~or downl~d
Windows Hoblle-base~ Po~able Hedm Center devices.

HSN wit! announce ~he for~h~ml~g p~eview o[ i~ vMeo downl~
se~ice. The prev~ Or ~e HSN ~deo Downloads semite will
provide a single souse for p~ple who wa~ to ~ake a w~de r~nge
~ews, Spo~G ~nd enter~ainmen~ wi~ them on Windows
5~sed Oevtces, including PortabM Media Centers and med~-capable
S~a~phones and Pocke~ PCs. Whe~ i~ I~unches in ~he win~er,

ttl):,’,’www.m ic[osoft.com/presspassZpressl2OOS/’jan05/O 1-0 SPlaysForSurePP,.asp 05104/200.’
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M$1~ Video Downloads service will be PlaysForSure-¢ompllant with
content that is opUmized for playback on Windows Mobile-based
Portable Media Centers, and will be CompeL,hie with Smartpho, es
and PockeL

Founded in 3.975, t4ic¢osoft {Nesdaq "MSFT") =s Lhe worldwide
reader in software, services and solutions that help peopte and
businesses realize their fult potential.

F4icrosoft, PtaysFoc’Sure, Windows, Windows bledia, MSN and
Windows Mobile are either registered trademarks or trademarks
r’licrosoft Corp. In the Untted S~tes and/or other countries.

The names o¢ =cruel compan=es and products mentioned herein may
be the trademarks of their re~pective owners.

¯ Note to editor: If you are m~eresLed tn viewing additional
informa~on
http://www.microsoft.¢orn/presspass on t, lmro~oft’s corporate
informal:ton pa0es. Web links, tetaphone numbe~ a~d titles were
correct, at time of pubiie.aUo~, I~u~ may since have changed. For
additional ass,stance, Jour~alists and anaiysts may ¢o~t~c~

’ t,licrosof~’s P, ap~d I~esponse Teem or other appropriate contacts
, tlsted at http:/’/www.micrOSOft:.com/p~esspassi’c°ntactpr’asP"
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